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From the Dean

Dear Friends,
A summer internship at the School of 
International Relations and Pacific Studies 
(IR/PS) is more than 10 weeks spent in the 
real world, and it is more than a bullet point 
on a resume. Beyond gaining meaningful 
work experience at a local nonprofit, 
multi-national corporation or government 
agency, a summer internship is an opportunity 
to explore and jumpstart one’s professional 
career. I know that you believe in the value
 of such an experience, whether through your 
own or one that you have made possible for
a student, and I appreciate your involvement.

The summer internship has become a cornerstone of the curriculum, and 
thanks to gifts from individuals like you, it is also one of the most successful 
and life-changing programs that we offer. Without question, it is a key factor
in attracting stellar students to IR/PS.  

You are helping to launch prepared graduates who leave UC San Diego with 
the skills and tools they need to make a difference in the world. As you’ll see
in the following stories, it is our students and alumni who best communicate 
what your gifts have accomplished. Thank you.
  
Warmest regards,

  

Peter F. Cowhey

Dear friends,
For all we offer our students in the rigorous 
classroom setting on campus at the School 
of International Relations and Pacific Studies 
(IR/PS), there is nothing like an immersive 
experience to illustrate what concepts mean in 
practice. Last year, thanks to the generosity of 
partners like you, 88 percent of all MPIA and  
B.A./MIA students pursuing a degree 
completed a summer internship. Their 
assignments ranged across all sectors and took 
them to nearly every continent in the world.

Whether conducting field analysis to understand binational relations, 
quantifying market access or participating in development strategies, 
our students earn early entry to the major entities that shape our planet’s 
commerce and conduct. They graduate with valuable perspective and 
the seeds to a professional network that spans the globe.

Through your investment, you make these experiences possible, 
positioning our students as leaders from the moment they graduate.  
We deeply appreciate your partnership, and celebrate this opportunity 
to share the program’s continued success. As we look to attract more 
of tomorrow’s most dynamic professionals, we can count on stories like 
those that follow as testament to our School’s comprehensive value.  
Thank you.

Warmest regards,

Peter F. Cowhey
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Gabriela accepted an internship offer from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
and found herself working steadily toward the enriching career she enjoys today. During her 
internship, Gabriela worked at the International Bureau of the FCC, which dealt with many 
issues, including foreign delegations interested in learning about communications policy 
and regulation by the U.S. government. Gabriela transitioned directly into a related position 
at a local start-up before graduating, and today serves as Senior Director of Government 
Affairs for Latin America at Qualcomm Inc.

“I worked from the first day of summer until the first day of school. It 
was an unpaid internship with long hours, but I really enjoyed what 
I was doing. My family — my husband, 7-year-old daughter and 
myself — were living in student housing at the time, and they had to 
stay in San Diego. Thus the stipend made a big difference. I could 
not have done it otherwise.”

Gabriela Manriquez, MPIA ‘97
Senior Director, Government Affairs, Qualcomm Inc.

Mark realized there was no close match available between where he wanted to go and what 
he wanted to do. So he took the initiative to create an internship at the U.S. Consulate in 
New Zealand. Funding for the position was made possible by the Summer Internship Fund 
and resulted in lifelong connections. In his current position as a consultant for the clean 
energy sector, Mark advises new ventures in Australia and New Zealand as well as those 
closer to home.

“The experience I gained in my internship has translated 
throughout everything I’ve done since then. It put me on the 
professional path I’m on now. I still do quite a bit of work in 
Australia and New Zealand in my current job as a result of the 
networks I built and the up-close market knowledge I gained, and 
will be speaking at a clean energy conference in Australia this fall.”

Mark Higgins, MPIA ‘04
Senior Director, Strategen Consulting and Senior Director, California Energy Storage Alliance

Shannon’s first experience with the nonprofit sector was through an internship with Warm 
Heart International in Thailand. She credits it with showing what type of workplace structure 
would ultimately suit her. After graduation, she was awarded a Presidential Management 
Fellowship with the U.S. Air Force, where she continues to work today. Recognizing how 
instructive her experience was in Thailand, Shannon stepped up to provide annual support to 
the Summer Internship Fund so future generations of students can share the same opportunity.

“The internship provided such a safe environment to learn in. Going 
overseas, the chance that you’d find full-time work for a company 
like this is so small. The IR/PS internship gave me the chance to 
explore things I could never otherwise do. It very much informed 
what I chose to do professionally from that point forward.”

Shannon Pallone, MPIA ‘09
Acquisition Program Manager, U.S. Air Force Space and Missile Systems Center



Summer Internship Fund Data
AMOUNT BY SOURCE FY ‘13 FY ‘14

ALUMNI $11, 589 $8,086

FRIENDS $20, 450 $20,975

CORPORATE/FOUNDATION $2,000 $2,888

TOTAL $34,039 $ 31,949

DONORS BY SOURCE FY ‘13 FY ‘14

ALUMNI  29 30

FRIENDS 3 4

CORPORATE/FOUNDATION 1 4

TOTAL 33 38

Alumni include anyone with an undergraduate or graduate degree from UC San Diego and all former students. 
Friends include all non-alumni individual donors giving outright or through donor-advised funds, family trusts, etc. 
Total by source reflects number of donors counted only on first gift or initial pledge in the fiscal year.

BA/MIA and MPIA student summer internships 2013
denotes country of internship

of students 
participated in
an internship

88%

Paul Spitsen and Daniel Rothstein, MPIA ‘15, at the 
U.S. Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) 

Nick Erickson, MPIA ‘15 touring a clean coal plant 
in Tokyo, Japan



Summer Internship Fund
Honor Roll Donors
Our family of donors includes alumni, staff, friends and our corporate and 
foundation partners who believe in the work we are doing.  
Thank you for your generosity.

Netta Ascoli, MPIA ‘10 
Mary Jo Ball
Raka Banerjee, MPIA ‘09
Portia Bibb
Patrick Chen, MPIA ‘10 
Cynthia Davila, MPIA ‘07 and  
   Santiago Davila, MPIA ‘07
Thomas Foran, MPIA ‘90
Elena Foukes, MPIA ‘12
Shannon Fraser, MPIA ‘02
Kamara Gallagher and  
   Edward Gallagher, MPIA ‘96 
Patrick Hennigan, MPIA ‘13 
Mark Higgins, MPIA ‘04
Matthew Hill, MPIA ‘04
Jung Joo Hwang, MAS-IA ‘12
Aaron Jacobson, MPIA ‘08
Daphne Jameson and James Jameson
Iva Kostova, MPIA ‘12 and  
   Rosen Hristov, MPIA ‘07

Mary Lau, MPIA ‘94
Judith Li, MPIA ‘13
Lani Lutar, MPIA ‘03
Gabriela Manriquez, MPIA ‘97 and  
   Felipe Manriquez, B.A. ‘89  
Rory Mays, MPIA ‘07
Deborah Morrison and Michael Morrison  
Gary Nishikida, MPIA ‘05
Shannon Pallone, MPIA ‘09 
Malcolm Quon, MPIA ‘05
Mark Spalding, MPIA ‘92
Tara Sumanaseni, MPIA ‘06 and  
   Napit Sumanaseni   
Taiga Takahashi, MPIA ‘08
Elias Terman, MPIA ‘94
Shuyun Wan, MPIA ‘01
Yimin Wang, MPIA ‘00
Molly Watts, MPIA ‘11
Robert Zerner, MPIA ‘06
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